
PONTELAND RFC 
 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD 9TH MAY 2018. 
 
The meeting was opened by the Club President, Tony Lenderyou, at 19:00 with 19 members present. 
 
1:01 Apologies for Absence. No apologies had been received. 
 
2:01 Welcome by the President. Tony Lenderyou welcomed everyone to the 51st club AGM. He 
expressed his thanks to Jonny Livingstone – Evans for his efforts in getting senior players to attend the 
AGM. Tony commented that the club had had a good year on the field. He felt that the 1st XV had 
developed over the season and had performed especially well after Christmas. Tony felt that the current 
1st XV squad was a set of young players which bodes well for the development of the 1st XV team over 
the next few years. Tony expressed the hope that the club retains its D&N1 status. Tony said that the 2nd 
XV had a good cup win (No 3 Cup) against Morpeth Edwardians and had finished 3rd in the Aln League. 
He was especially pleased that the 2nd XV players were enjoying their rugby. It was pleasing that the 
club had been able to field a 3rd XV for a number of fixtures this season and it was a testament to the 
team that they narrowly lost in the final of the No 5 Cup to Percy Park. The Colts had had a very good 
season winning the County Cup in an exceptional game against Tynedale. The club had a strong junior 
section which will bear fruit in the coming seasons. Tony said that the club should be proud that a 
number of Ponteland players had represented Northumberland County. At U18 level – Elliott Blain and at 
U20 level – Larry Mew, Matthew McKenna and Connor Beswick. Tony concluded by reporting that at 
least 3 players who’d started their senior rugby careers at Ponteland would be representing the County 
in the senior side. 
 
3:01 Minutes of the AGM held 5th May 2017. These were agreed as a true record of the meeting. This 
was proposed by Wes Dixon and seconded by Andrew Lawson. 
 
3:02  Matters Arising from the Minutes. There were no matters arising. 
 
4:01 Report on the Work of the Club Committee. Richard McGlashan reported that much of the Club 
Committee’s work in respect of operational matters involves ensuring that the club has the appropriate 
structures and finances in place so that the club is able to develop and grow. Two important aspects of 
this work is the Club Development Plan and the budget setting process that enables the developments to 
be put in place. Neither could occur if it was not for the commercial income generation elements of the 
committees work that are led by Andy Maidwell and Andy Lawson. Scrutiny of the budget will evidence 
how much money is currently being spent on developing rugby and supporting the players at Ponteland. 
Much work is undertaken responding to NRU and RFU requests as well as club focused requirements 
such as returns to Companies House. The committee also responds to situations as they arise such as 
ensuring that the club is fully compliant with the new General Data Protection Regulations. 
 
A very significant amount of time has been expended on liaison with Active Northumberland and NCC. 
This has been in 2 areas. Firstly trying to ensure that the club remains sustainable during the transition 
phase when many of our activities will be occurring at Ponteland High School. This is extremely 
frustrating because in one meeting an assurance is given and then in the next meeting they challenge 
whether that assurance was given or not. Through the good offices of Alex Bowden, Northern Region 
Facilities Manager with RFU, the club was successful in being awarded a £5000 grant from the RFU to 
support the club in sustaining our level of operation over the next 2 years. £2800 has been earmarked 
for the acquisition of a site cabin that will be located at the high school and will be used for the cooking of 
food for players on Sunday. The delay in construction starting has provided the opportunity for us to iron 
out matters such as the location of storage containers and floodlighting before the start of next season. 
 
Secondly the committee has been trying to influence the new provision and maintain the provision that 
we currently have or our level of operation justifies. A number of months ago the Club Secretary wrote to 
NCC outlining a significant number of issues that the club wished to resolve with respects to the new 
build. E.g. a fence around the 1st XV pitch, the siteing of storage containers, the construction & location 
of a scoreboard. NCC refused to discuss these issues as they wanted to focus on transition. Whilst NCC 
may hope that these matters are forgotten I can assure members that they are not and resolving them 
will be a focus of next years work. 



The last area of Club Committee work to report on is our continued work with Lugano Property Group. 
With the change of political control at NCC in April 2017 matters have stalled but they have not stopped. 
There is a working group of TM, AM, JC and RM who’ve met with Scott Munro on a monthly basis and 
the club is aware of how Lugano are approaching the change of control at NCC. Work continues with the 
expectation that planning permission will be granted at some point. To this effect the committee has 
negotiated and signed a more focused Memorandum of Understanding with Lugano. Whilst the 
generosity of Lugano can not be understated the club will not achieve the provision that we need without 
accessing additional funding such as grants from Sport England, National Lottery and RFU. The 
committee feels that it is essential that the provision at Dissington is sustainable and as such we are 
aware that funds need to be built up so that the club can operate and pay its way until the level of 
operation is such that the club becomes self-sufficient. 
 
Some members of the Club Committee have a higher profile than others however I can assure everyone 
that all the members of the committee work exceedingly hard on behalf of the club. 
 
4:02 Questions to the Secretary of Club Committee. Dougie Muir asked what was happening with our 
existing floodlights as the club had purchased these. Richard replied that the lights will be re-used on a 
new rugby training pitch that will be constructed across the burn. If LED floodlights are decided upon by 
NCC then the current heads holding the lights will need to be replaced. 
 
5:01 Report on the Work of the Rugby Committee. As Chairman of the committee Tony Lenderyou 
commented that the report presented to last years AGM in respect of the work of the Rugby Committee 
could almost be lifted verbatim. Tony thanked all the coaching staff and the medical / physio teams led 
by Jo Moller for their work over the season. Tony mentioned the essential work that Paul Dobson does 
with regards to Player Welfare and Safeguarding. This is an essential area of work if the club is to 
remain compliant with RFU expectations. After many years John Chappell is standing down as Director 
of Rugby and Tony extended the thanks of the club to John for all his hard work and dedication over 
many years. Tony also wished to recognise the work undertaken by Andy Lawson in co-ordinating the 
Youth, Junior and Mini rugby set up at the club. This section of the club would not be as vibrant or as 
well organised without Andy’s input. Tony closed by saying that the committee were aware that there 
was not a player voice on the committee and this was something that the committee wished to change. 
He encouraged players, especially the younger ones, to attend the Rugby Committee so that players’ 
views can inform the decisions made by the committee. 
 
5:02 Questions to the Chairman of Rugby Committee. There were no questions to the Chairman of the 
Rugby Committee. 
 
6:01 Financial Report. The treasurer, Andy Naylor, circulated a two page financial report and talked 
through this document. Andy reported that Income was made up of subscriptions and match fees, 
commercial activities such as sponsors boards and the beer festival and other income that encompassed 
such items as conditional funding from NRU. As in previous years an itemised list of income was not 
provided as this contained commercially sensitive information. Once again the AGM accepted this 
position. When looking at the increase in income Andy reported that the figure included a bequest of 
£12,000 from Bob Hughes’s estate. Income had been, broadly, in line with last year. Charges for food 
had increased by 50% and the charge for pitch hire had increased by 100%. Without the income from 
the Beer Festival and the legacy from Bob Hughes the club was running at break-even.  
 
6:02 Questions to the Treasurer. Joe Leiserach expressed the view that the club was being held to 
ransom by Active Northumberland in terms of charges and fees and asked if there was anything the club 
could do about this. Richard McGlashan outlined how the Club Committee were intending to address this 
issue and reported that the committee were very aware of the lack of transparency in this area and that 
there was not equity between rugby, cricket and football. Joe Leiserach asked whether any thought had 
been given to undertaking our own grounds maintenance. Richard replied that whilst this had been 
discussed a detailed cost analysis had not been undertaken. John Chappell said that matters were 
further complicated by the new build. Whilst Active Northumberland would be our landlords in respect of 
the leisure centre changing rooms the playing fields would belong to The Peel Academy Trust (the 
schools) and no one knew how this would be managed. Dougie Muir asked what had been bought 
under “rugby equipment”. It was reported that all of the training equipment such as tackle bags and 



tackle shields had been replaced. It was reported that these would not need replacing for a number of 
years. 
 
7:01 Report by Club Representative to Northumberland Rugby Union (NRU). Paul Walker reported 
that a considerable amount of time this year had been spent in writing and agreeing new rules and 
regulations for NRU. Paul reported that a number of Ponteland Rugby Club members serve in various 
capacities at NRU. He extended his thanks for the work undertaken by Tony Lenderyou as vice-chair of 
Representative Rugby Committee with the expectation that Tony would chair that committee next 
season. Wes Dixon sits on the Disciplinary Panel as well as being NRU’s Player Welfare Officer. Paul 
reported that there was now more evidence that clubs were starting to co-operate as the pool of 
available players was reducing. An example of this was that at U16 level there was a joint Ponteland and 
Morpeth team. Paul reported that there was still uncertainty about which leagues certain teams, including 
Ponteland, would be in next year. This was not just a North-East issue but Lancashire was impacting on 
the debate as many of their sides had pulled out of the national leagues. The Lancashire clubs wanted 
the Cumbrian sides moved across into the D&N leagues. Paul expressed his view that he sincerely 
hoped Ponteland would still be playing in D&N1 next season. Paul reported that the club’s links with 
Newcastle Falcons was still continuing and he was looking to develop them further. Ponteland 2nd XV will 
probably play in a league next season that will contain some teams currently in the Candy Leagues but 
these teams would all be North of the River Wear. There was an awareness that claiming points for un-
played matches was inappropriately squewing the league table and this should be addressed for next 
season. In conclusion Paul mentioned that the County President was Terry O’Niell who had taken 
Ponteland as his club and he had worked hard during the year and he had undertaken the role very well. 
The incoming County President will be Trevor Morrison from Gosforth RFC. 
 
7:02 Questions to the Club’s County Representative. There were no questions to the County 
Representative. 
 
8:01 Team Reports. John Chappell reported that the senior teams had been reported upon earlier in 
the meeting and so he would not repeat them now. However he reported that the 1st XV had turned 
matters around after Christmas and he felt that Ponteland were the in form team post Christmas. The 
club had used 39 players on the 1st XV with 22 different players scoring trys, 11 backs and 11 forwards. 
Other than Newcastle Falcons, John asked what other club in Northumberland has 3 club coaches, 2 
physios and 3 sports therapists available to their players. John felt that the provision at Ponteland was 
second to none. This provision was further supported by people such as John Mew who sets out all the 
pitches, pre-match, and sorts the shirts and training tops for the 1st XV. 
 
Andy Lawson reported that;  
Under 6s & 7s at the start of the season was in disarray but with a significant input from Paul Dobson on 
both a coaching front as well as recruiting and administration the under 6s has been stabilised with some 
good parental involvement. The under 7s have struggled with numbers and it is very much work in 
progress in terms of recruiting for and developing next year’s under 8s age group. 
 
Numbers in the under 8s to under 12s age groups, in general, have remained constant, in some cases 
losing one or two players but gaining one or two players. 
 
The under 13s have had a satisfactory season with numbers constant and currently sit as a “mid table” 
team within the county. 
 
The under 13s girls have trained consistently throughout the season but in order to gain experience in 
playing 15 a side rugby may amalgamate with Tynedale next season but still be registered as Ponteland 
players 
 
The under 14s have suffered the loss of a few players but still remain fairly healthy in numbers. This loss 
is due, in the main, to players wanting to play with their school friends at other clubs. A very successful 
tour to Edinburgh over Calcutta Cup weekend with two matches was enjoyed by both the players and the 
coaches. 
 
The under 15s girls, are in similar circumstances to the under 13 girls They may join forces with Novos 
next season and play 2/3 of their games at Novos and 1/3 at Ponteland, this being the ratio of Novos / 



Ponteland players. They will remain as Ponteland registered players. In general, there are not enough 
players for individual clubs to have girls teams and therefore none of the players are gaining experience 
in playing the 15 a side game; this is not only hindering the development of the players but it is also 
hindering the development of the women’s game within the county. 
 
The under 15s have enjoyed good numbers all season and all in all it has been a successful season 
culminating in them beating WBR in their annual challenge match. Special congratulations to Harvey 
Robson for representing the County under 15s as well as being captain. 
 
The under 16s have played this season as Pontypeth which is a mixed Morpeth and Ponteland under 
16s squad. This has been a good example of two clubs working together to provide rugby to players who 
may well have otherwise been lost to the game. 
 
This season’s Colts have concluded their amazing journey through Ponteland Rugby Club’s mini, midi, 
junior and youth sections in style. Having won 15 of their 16 fixtures their season culminated in beating 
Tynedale Colts 41 – 40 at Kingston Park in the final of the County Colts Cup. Congratulations to all the 
players together with their coach and organiser, Paul Gerrard and Andy Reeman. 
 
Joe Leiserach extended the thanks of all the players to the coaches and committee members for all the 
work they have done over the season. 
 
9:01  Consideration of Resolutions or Motions. None had been received. 
 
10:01 Election of President. Tony Lenderyou was concluding term as Club President and Tony Murphy 
had been nominated for the post of Club President. 
 
10:02 Hand over from outgoing President to incoming President.  
 
10:03 Introductory remarks by Incoming President. Tony Murphy said that he was delighted to return for 
a second term as Club President. On behalf of the club he extended his thanks to Tony Lenderyou for all 
his efforts when Club President. Tony said that much had been said already about the season that the 
1st XV, 2nd XV and Colts had had but he wished to reiterate how well the club had done. Tony extended 
the thanks of the club to both Andy Maidwell and Andy Lawson for all their efforts in developing the 
commercial side of the club and putting the club on a much sounder financial footing. Tony wished to 
make a special mention of Dan Whaley who was now standing down from committee and officer 
involvement on the club. Over the last 20 years or so Dan has held most posts within the club including 
Club President, Club Secretary and Fixture Secretary. Tony extended the thanks of the club to Dan for 
all his efforts over this period of time. Tony said that Tom Bramald had been very influential in the 
development of rugby at Ponteland and it was hoped that his involvement would continue for some time. 
In conclusion Tony expressed the view that many issues relating to the club and its future direction will 
be resolved over the next two years. 
 
11:01 Election of Officers and Post Holders 2018 – 2019 Season. The following were elected – 
 
CLUB COMMITTEE 
Club President      Tony Murphy 
Club Vice – President      Vacancy 
Chairman & Lead Member – Strategic Development Tony Murphy 
Club Secretary      Richard McGlashan 
Treasurer       Andy Naylor 
Lead Member – Commercial Operations   Andy Maidwell 
Lead Member – Membership / Social Operations  Andy Lawson 
Lead Member – Standards and Compliance   Paul Dobson 
Director of Rugby      Tom Bramald 
County Representative     Paul Walker 
 
RUGBY COMMITTEE 
Chairman of Selection Committee    Tony Murphy 
Fixture Secretary      Joe Leiserach 



Referee Co-ordinator      Joe Leiserach 
Recruitment and Retention Officer    Vacancy 
Volunteer & Coaching Co-ordinator    Andy Lawson 
Chairman of Mini and Youth Rugby    Glynn Blackburn 
Mini Rugby Representative     Sharon Anderson 
Junior Rugby Representative     Mike Robson 
Rugby Safe Officer      Jo Moller 
Club Safeguarding Officer     Paul Dobson 
Club Assistant Safeguarding Officer    Vacancy 
Club Coach       Nick Townshend 
1st XV Manager      John Chappell 
2nd XV Manager      Vacancy 
3rd XV Manager      Dougie Muir and Malcolm Allen 
1st XV Captain       Jonathon Livingstone-Evans  
1st XV Vice – Captain      Jamie Taylor 
2nd XV Captain      Sean Bettison 
2nd XV Vice – Captain      Harry Lane 
3rd XV Captain       Andy Morris 
3rd XV Vice – Captain      Stephen Mugford 
 
12:01 Any Other Business.  
Andy Lawson reminded members of the following dates; 
19th May, Annual Kicking Competition 
8th June, Vets Dinner 
6th July, Golf Classic at Seahouses 
15th July, Fun Day 
11th August, club trip to Howick 
1st July, Start of pre-season training. 
 
13:01 Date of Next Meeting. This will be called during April / May 2019, in line with the club constitution. 
 
These are a true record of the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Proposed by ________________________  Seconded by _________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ____________________________  (Tony Murphy, Club President)     
 
 
Date    24th April 2019  
 
 
Ponteland Rugby Football Club is a Limited Company by Incorporation. Registration Number; 07415407 
Registered Offices; 14 Bell Villas, Ponteland, Northumberland NE20 9BE 

 


